
NEWSLETTER

CHECK SIGNMEE

These things went out this week:

• Secondary Chess Round 2

• Reconciliation Week Flag Walk

• Year 12 Mathematics Lecture Day

• Year 5 Visual Arts excursion

CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BAG
These things went out this week:

• Prep Letters of Intention, Kindergarten 
2018

• Years 5 - 12 Parent Teacher Interview 
letter 

KEY DATES
Friday, 19 May

Year 12 Curriculum Day to Hamlet/Shoe 
Horn Sonata Performance

Monday, 22 May

Student Council visit to Wollongong 
Homeless Hub

Tuesday, 23 May

Year 5 Excursion to Wollongong Art 
Gallery

Tuesday, 23 May

Years 5-12 Interviews, 6 pm – 8 pm

Wednesday, 24 May

K – Year 6 Simultaneous Storytime 

Thursday, 25 May

AGM for Illawarra Christian Parent-
Controlled Education, 7.30 pm @ ICS 
Cordeaux

Monday, 29 May

Years 11 & 12 Immunisation Clinic

Tuesday, 30 May – Thursday, 1 June

Stage 5 Examinations

Please visit our website for all of 
our calendar dates and many more 
important pieces of key information.

Please also check our Parents & Friends 
Facebook Page.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
STAGE 4 FACILITATOR
In Daniel we read that the city of Jerusalem was captured by the Babylon 
King Nebuchadnezzar in 587 BC. Daniel, a young Jew, is taken into the King’s 
service. He and other young men had been chosen because they were 
“handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick 
to understand and qualified to serve in the King’s palace.” (1:4a) Once in the 
service of the King, they were to be taught “the language and literature of the 
Babylonians.” (1:4b)

So, at a young age, Daniel was heavily immersed in a culture that was 
far different to the Jewish society that he had grown up with. He was to 
understand and master the Babylonian way of life, its culture, its many Gods 
and its divine and magical rites. The Babylonian culture would clearly have 
been in opposition to God’s way of life for his people, but Daniel became a 
learned student of the Babylonian ways, and later in the book, it becomes 
clear that he indeed mastered their knowledge and became esteemed in their 
ways.

However, whilst Daniel did study the culture, he did distance himself from key 
elements of Babylon society and religion. He refused to eat the choice food 
and wine that was provided for him, and he also refused to pray to the Persian 
king Darius when a royal command was enacted. Daniel was committed to 
serving the Lord in all he did.

It is evident then, that Daniel was surrounded by a toxic, secular culture. But 
his task, authored by God, was to understand and master the culture, so as to 
become valuable and respected by the Kings of the region. Here we see an 
option open for us to engage with the culture around us. The world we find 
ourselves in does promote aspects of culture that are clearly in opposition 
to God’s desire for our lives. We can protest, resist or disengage from these 
things, but the book of Daniel also gives us another option. We can study, 
analyse and critique the cultural texts that we encounter, seeking to learn 
more about the secular world. I pray you are prepared for this task of critiquing 
the texts and culture of our modern world.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – THURSDAY, 25 MAY, 7.30 PM
Members and guests are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting for 
Illawarra Association of Christian Parent-Controlled Education (ICE), which 
operates both Calderwood Christian School and Illawarra Christian School. 
Held at Illawarra Christian School, 4 Tyalla Place, Cordeaux Heights.  For 
more information, contact the ICE Business Centre on 4230 3777 or email: 
businesscentre@illawarrace.nsw.edu.au.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
1 It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, 
2 proclaiming your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night.  
Psalm 92:1-2 

• Pray for good attendance at the upcoming AGM and that it will run 
smoothly.  Pray for our Board and Executive Staff as they prepare for this 
meeting.

• Praise God for the beautiful Autumn weather and the freedom we have to 
enjoy it. 
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YEARS 5-12 PARENT-TEACHER 
INTERVIEWS
Midyear interviews are being held on 
Tuesday, 23 May in the Learning Hub.  
All parents are highly encouraged to 
attend.  Interviews can be booked 
online. Please refer to the letter which 
went home earlier this week with your 
child.   

P&F MOTHERS DAY STALL
Thank you for all of the lovely gifts 
donated for this stall.  There would have 
been lots of very appreciative mums on 
Sunday.  We raised over $900!  Thank 
you to all those who assisted with 
organising and running the stall.

SPORTS CARNIVAL
Last Monday, we were extremely 
thankful to enjoy a wonderfully warm 
and sunny day for our school cross 
country. We were able to use the 
excellent facilities at the Kembla Joggers 
running park, which helped to enable 
students to perform to a high standard. 
Thanks to Mr Kime and Mr Clifford 
from Illawarra Christian School for their 
efforts in organising our combined 
carnival, and to the staff who helped 
to make this a smooth and enjoyable 
event. It was terrific to see many parents 
present to cheer on and support 
students as they ran.

Congratulations to the follow students 
who won their age groups:

8-9 years: Jonathan M & Abbie H

10 years Izak v d M & Rachel B

11 years Boaz M & Hannah K

12 years Elijah B & Emily S

13 years Dylan B & Amelia K

14 years Joseph S & Anna I

15 years Ethan d J & Mikayla d J

16 years Jeremiah J & Lydia F

17/18 years Peter C & Karen H

P-4 MOTHERS DAY ACTIVITIES 
On Monday, 15 May, we welcomed 
mothers, grandmothers and carers as 
they wandered through their child’s 
classroom, and both watched and 
participated in the afternoon activities.  
A lovely time was had by all.  Thank you 
for being part of this event and making it 
a special day.  

HUB NEWS
The Hub is a buzz! 

It is exciting and encouraging to see 
so many students from Kindergarten – 
Year 12 using the Hub at break time. It 
is refreshing to see the older students 
playing and helping the younger ones 
in lots of ways. For example, teaching 
games, such as chess, drawing, 
colouring in, reading books. 

It’s the place to be and brings a smile 
to my face when I hear their groans 
when the bell rings, as they want to stay 
longer. 

IT NEWS
One of the biggest ongoing challenges 
for parents is the ever changing 
nature of personal technology and the 
internet.  We know how helpful access 
to online safety resources targeted to 
the specific needs and concerns of 
parents and carers can be. The Office 
of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner 
has developed a fantastic online 
space called iParent. Here you can 
find information to assist you in using 
technology at home, understanding the 
potential risks and how to implement 
proactive solutions to secure your 
children’s connected devices. iParent 
also provides information on some big 
issues such as cyberbullying, digital 
reputation and many more. To check 
out all this and more head to: 
https://esafety.gov.au/education-
resources/iparent

HOSPITALITY
Our Hospitality students will be selling 
coffee, hot chocolate and chai from the 
kitchen window, Monday to Thursday at 
lunch times (11.55am) $3 each.  This is 
a great way for students to warm up 
in winter and support our hospitality 
students at the same time.  

SCHOOL OPENING HOURS 
Please be reminded that the school 
opens at 8.30 am.  Students are not to 
be dropped off before this time.  If you 
have a rare situation where your child 
needs to be dropped off earlier, please 
call the office on 4230 3700 to find out 
where they are to sit.  Students are not 
allowed to walk around the property.   

SECONDARY GUEST SPEAKER 
On Friday, 26 May, we are fortunate 
to have, Ephraim Kaye, Director of 
the International Seminars at The 
International School for Holocaust 
Studies at Yad Vashem in Israel.  He 
will be speaking on The Holocaust to 
secondary students at the following 
times:

Years 7 - 9  9.10 am - 9.50 am 

Years 10 - 12 10.00 am - 11.00 am 

Parents are welcome to attend.

CAREERS CORNER
Year 12

Parents of Year 12 are invited to book 
a parent-teacher time slot with Mrs 
Gillett at the upcoming Parent-Teacher 
interviews for specific Career advice.

Year 12’s are currently gathering 
information for their school references. 
To support this process and help 
them with a plan post-HSC, I will be 
conducting individual interviews with 
Year 12 commencing Thursday, 18 
May. Please be aware they may need 
help accessing past school reports and 
awards documents for this process.

The University of Sydney is having 
an Engineering and Information 
Technology evening - Tuesday, 30 May, 
6.00 pm – 8.00 pm.

Please register by May 24 via the 
following link:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/the-
university-of-sydney-7527712695

KOSEI JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
VISIT 2017
Calderwood Christian School will be 
hosting approximately 30 boys from 
Kosei Junior High School, Japan, early 
in Term 3 for approximately 12 days. 

Thank you to those families who have 
committed to hosting a student/s 
for the duration of their visit. At this 
stage, we are able to accommodate 5 
students. 

Would you like to be a host family? 

Hosting a student from Kosei is both an 
exciting and rewarding opportunity for 
students and families. Please prayerfully 
consider hosting a student/s. 

Please contact Mrs Gillett or Mrs 
Vaartjes, if you have any questions. 
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Illawarra Christian Education is a member of Christian Education National,  
educating students from Prep to Year 12 at two schools: 

Illawarra Christian School at Cordeaux Heights  
& Calderwood Christian School at Calderwood

Applications are invited from committed Christians of reformed persuasion 
for the following position:

School Debtors and Compliance Assistant
(Full time - 38hrs/week - commencing July 2017)
The ICE head office in Calderwood is seeking an individual passionate about 
people and processes to take a key role in facilitating the accounts receiv-
able and compliance aspects of our business. Experience in at least one of 
the primary aspects of the role is essential as is a commitment to accuracy, 
deadlines and continual improvement. The successful candidate will have a  
positive, solutions focussed attitude and be able to demonstrate persever-
ance, resilience and high level of confidentialty. Applications close 15/06/17.

Applications may be submitted either:
• in hard copy to: 

The Business Manager 
Illawarra Christian Education 
PO Box 80, Albion Park 2527 NSW

• or electronically to: 
ellerman.beth@illawarrace.nsw.edu.au

For further enquiries please contact:  
Beth Ellerman (Business Manager) 

 email: ellerman.beth@illawarrace.nsw.edu.au  Phone: 02 4230 3777

Process for Application:
The application form and role description are available on our school website.  
www.ics.nsw.edu.au/employment
• You must complete the school’s application form in order to apply. Please do not just 

send a resume.
• Please include all other documents listed in the application form, certified as true  

copies by a J.P. Applications will not be considered if not complete.

It is an offence under the NSW Child Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998 for a person 
convicted of a serious sex offence to apply for these positions.


